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November 27, 2025
VIA EMAIL

The Honourable Pierre Poilievre
Leader

Conservative Party of Canada
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON, K1A 0OA6
pierre.poilievre@parl.gc.ca

Dear Mr. Poilievre,
Re: Bill C-10, An Act respecting the Commissioner for Modern Treaty Implementation

On behalf of the Land Claims Agreement Coalition (LCAC), we write today to request your support for
Bill C-10, formerly Bill C-77, re-introduced in the House of Commons on September 25, 2025 and
currently undergoing second reading.

The LCAC was formed in 2003 as a coalition of Indigenous signatories of comprehensive land claims
agreements (also called Modern Treaties). We have a long track record of working together and with
federal colleagues of all political parties to ensure our agreements are respected, honoured and fully
implemented. Modern Treaties are a unique expression of reconciliation and cover nearly half of
Canada’s lands, water and resources.

Bill C-10 is more than just another government bill — Bill C-10 has been an important objective of the
LCAC for over two decades and was co-developed with Indigenous Modern Treaty Partners. Once
enacted, Bill C-10 will establish the independent office of the Commissioner, reporting directly to
Parliament on Canada’s effectiveness in implementing Modern Treaties and meeting its Modern Treaty
obligations.

We urge all Parliamentarians to put their political differences aside and support the swift passing of Bill
C-10. Implementation of Modern Treaties is — and must remain — a non-partisan issue. Modern Treaties
have been signed — and implementation challenges have persisted — under governments formed by
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different political parties. Reconciliation is not a political slogan; it is a constitutional and moral
obligation. This bill gives Parliament a practical mechanism to help make that obligation real.

Modern Treaties are constitutionally protected agreements that form an essential part of the
constitutional framework of Canada and represent a distinct expression of reconciliation. They are an
expression of the nation-to-nation, government-to-government, or Indigenous-to-Crown relationship
between the Indigenous signatory, the Government of Canada, and (as applicable) a province or
territory. They clarify the land and resource rights, both of the Indigenous signatory and of the Crown,
and are intended to improve the social, cultural, political and economic well-being of the Indigenous
people concerned.

Too often the implementation of our Modern Treaties has fallen short. Our nations and other
Indigenous Modern Treaty Partners continue to spend far too much time and resources seeking the
federal government to honour commitments it made under our Modern Treaties. There is currently no
dedicated entity responsible for ensuring that government of Canada — as a whole — lives up to its treaty
obligations. Governments, through the years, have tried to fix this internally through training programs,
monitoring offices and deputy ministers’ committees. However commitments remain unfulfilled,
implementation uneven, and results inconsistent.

The accountability within the federal system that Bill C-10 will provide has been missing for far too long.
As an Agent of Parliament, the Commissioner will not be another layer of bureaucracy, but rather, an
independent office standing outside the executive branch. The Commissioner will provide the
continuous, comprehensive and specialized attention that Modern Treaties require to ensure that they
are fully respected and implemented in a timely manner. There are no existing mechanisms that are
designed to meet this task.

Decades of unfruitful efforts to improve Modern Treaty implementation have demonstrated that the
failures aren’t individual, but structural. Without political-level direction and accountability, even the
best-intentioned public servants are left without the tools or authority to deliver results. The
Commissioner will provide an important mechanism for ensuring that Canada honours its treaty
promises which is a constitutional responsibility.

We are seeking your support, and the support of your colleagues in the Conservative Party of Canada,
for the swift passing of Bill C-10. All parties have a role to play in holding governments accountable for
their full, effective, and timely Modern Treaty implementation.

We thank you in advance for your attention to this important matter. We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss Bill C-10 with you.



Kindly direct your staff to contact LCAC Coordinator Patti Black (pblack@nvisiongroup.ca; (613) 453-
0788) if you would like to schedule a meeting or require further information.

Sincerely,
, s s W
Eva Clayton Jeremy Tunraluk
President, Nisga’a Nation President, Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
LCAC Co-chair LCAC Co-Chair

cc: LCAC Members



