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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Federal Legislation to Create Commissioner
for Modern Treaty Implementation Moves to the Senate

September 23, 2026 — OTTAWA, ON — The Land Claims Agreements Coalition (LCAC) is pleased
that, on September 21, 2026, federal legislation to establish a Commissioner for Modern Treaty
Implementation (Bill C-10) received third reading in the House of Commons and has been
passed. Bill C-10 was introduced in the House of Commons last year, in September 2025.

The proposed Commissioner will be an independent office reporting directly to Parliament on
Canada’s effectiveness in implementing modern treaties and meeting its modern treaty
obligations. This new oversight body is the result of more than two decades of advocacy by the
LCAC and its members. The Bill itself was co-drafted by Indigenous modern treaty groups and
the federal government and received unequivocal support from modern treaty groups before
the Standing Committee on Indigenous and Northern Affairs.

“We are pleased that Bill C-10 has been passed by the House of Commons and is now moving to
the Senate” said Eva Clayton, President of the Nisga’a Nation and Co-Chair of the LCAC. “The
Commissioner will bring much needed oversight to the implementation of our constitutionally
protected agreements and help ensure that they are fully honoured.”

“For Nunavut Inuit, the work of implementing our Agreement is far from finished” said Gloria
Ulugsi, President of Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated and Co-Chair of the LCAC. “Bill C-10 gives
us another important tool to advance the full implementation of the Nunavut Agreement and
hold Canada accountable for the commitments it made to Inuit. | encourage Senators to pass
this legislation so we can put this important tool to work for Inuit”.

The Bill is now awaiting first reading in the Senate. The LCAC urges all Senators to work
together to pass this co-developed legislation without delay. Any delay to passing Bill C-10 will
postpone setting up the office of the Commissioner and their important work to ensure that
modern treaties are implemented as they were intended.



About the LCAC:

Formed in 2003, the LCAC brings together the majority of Indigenous Modern Treaty Partners in
Canada, working to ensure that treaties are respected, honoured, and fully implemented. To
date, 27 modern treaties have been concluded.

Modern treaties cover about 45% of Canada’s land and sea mass, 80% of the North’s land mass,
and well over two thirds of Canada’s coastline including adjacent marine shipping routes. They
are constitutionally protected agreements that define land and resource rights, advance
reconciliation, and support economic and cultural well-being.
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